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OVERVIEW  
 

Over the course of 2020, the State of Delaware will be working to put together ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ comprehensive Climate 

Action Plan. The Plan will outline how the State will drive reductions of the greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate 

change and better prepare Delaware for its many impacts, from increasing temperatures to sunny day flooding and sea 

level rise. Developed hand-in-hand with residents, business leaders, and local governments, the Plan will contain 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘǎΦ 

As part of the Climate Action Plan development process, the State of Delaware, through the Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) Division of Climate, Coastal, & Energy (DCCE), is engaging a wide range of 

audiences to share their ideas and priorities as it relates to climate change and the opportunities and barriers to climate 

action. As part of this engagement effort, DNREC hosted a series of three public workshops in March 2020 to learn of 

DelawareansΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ State can best address the causes and 

consequences of climate change in the areas of energy, transportation, and resilience.  

The workshops were held on consecutive nights (March 3-5), with one workshop in each of the three counties:  

 

Over 250 Delawareans participated in the workshops. 

A key objective of these workshops was to educate the 

Delaware community about climate change and the 

opportunities for them to be a part of the solution and 

support state level policies. As such, the workshops 

were carefully crafted to allow Delawareans to 

familiarize themselves with the connections between 

the causes and consequences of climate change; such a 

design was intended to help workshop participants 

provide more informed and directed thoughts on the 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ.  

The State of Delaware is committed to using feedback 

from the public workshops to inform the final Climate 

Action Plan. This report summarizes the feedback from 

all three nights. 

 

 

 

 

 

A full house at the Wilmington Public Library. 
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BY THE NUMBERS  
 

People signed in, by location  
256 people (76 Sussex, 118 New Castle, 62 

Kent)  

Total number of climate action ideas 

provided by participants  
870 solutions  

Total number of ideas/concern s about the 

causes and consequences of climate 

change  

315 ideas  

Total video stories shared  33 stories  

Location -specific ɈSocial Pinpointɉ 

comments  
65 comments  

 

THE APPROACH 
 

Each workshop consisted of two components: (1) an open house-style session with information booths, and (2) 

facilitated discussions in small breakout groups. The workshop followed the below agenda. 

 
Materials used in both the open house and discussion group portions of the workshop can be found in Appendix 3. 
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Part 1: Open House  

The first hour of the workshop provided opportunities for participants to explore interactive stations with information 

on the causes and consequences of climate change, specifically in Delaware. Below are descriptions of the open house 

stations and a summary of the results. 

Climate Change 101 Boards 

Each workshop featured two interactive posters intended to 

educate participants on the causes and consequences of climate 

change, collect data about ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ experience with climate 

impacts, and generate ideas for climate action. All comments 

provided on the Climate Change 101 Boards can be found in 

Appendix 4. 

Visitors to the Climate Change Consequences Board reported 

concerns about a variety of climate impacts:  

¶ Sea level rise was the most frequently cited impact.  

¶ Participants expressed concern over coastal flooding and 

beach erosion.  

¶ Delawareans are also experiencing longer heat waves, 

more intense storms, and less predictable weather.  

¶ Participants noted concern for biodiversity and habitat 

loss.  

¶ When asked how to better prepare for these impacts, 

popular responses included restricting development in 

coastal areas, incorporating green infrastructure 

solutions, protecting wetlands, expanding the tree 

canopy, and transitioning to renewable energy. 

Visitors to the Climate Change Causes Board provided ideas for 

how to reduce greenhouse gas emissions at both the individual 

and state levels:  

¶ On an individual level, solutions included reducing plane 

and car travel, eating a plant-based diet, installing solar 

and geothermal systems, and weatherizing homes.  

¶ When asked what the State of Delaware could do to 

reduce its greenhouse gas emissions, participants 

suggested improving how residents get aroundτcreating 

more walkable and bikeable neighborhoods, increasing 

public transportation service, and investing in a light rail 

system. Equally represented were ideas about cleaner 

and more efficient energy systemsτinvesting in offshore 

wind and utility -scale solar projects, establishing rebates 

and tax incentives for renewable energy and energy 

efficient systems, and providing education on reducing 

energy use. There were also numerous calls to expand 

recycling and composting programs. 

 

Participants' contributions to the Climate 101 boards. 
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Social Pinpoint  

In order to identify areas affected by 

climate impacts, visitors to the Social 

Pinpoint station could make comments on 

an online map that were linked to a specific 

location. Comments touched on the 

transportation system, agriculture, tourism 

resources, flooding, street trees, and other 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōƻƻǎǘ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ 

to climate change. The ability to tag specific 

locations allowed participants to identify 

especially flood prone areas or suggest 

locations for electric vehicle stations, 

additional bus stops, and bike lanes. Social 

tƛƴǇƻƛƴǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ άƭƛƪŜέ ŀ 

comment left by a previous person. All 

Social Pinpoint data can be found in 

Appendix 6. 

Social Vulnerability Maps  

A county-specific social vulnerability map was on 

display at each workshop to provide information 

on socioeconomic status, household 

composition/disability, race/ethnicity/language, 

and housing/transportation vulnerabilities at the 

census tract level. The data was pulled from the 

/ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

Index. Visit svi.cdc.gov for more details. 

Discussions at these maps helped provide social 

context for the discussion groups later in the 

evening and encouraged participants to keep 

equity top-of-mind throughout the night. Visitors 

to these maps were encouraged to consider the 

intersection of social vulnerability and climate 

vulnerability.  

 

Video Storytelling   

Participants who were willing to be recorded could share their 

concerns about climate change and recount experiences in which 

they had been affected by its impacts firsthand.  

A workshop participant identifies a location of concern with Social Pinpoint. 

A workshop participant engages with a social vulnerability map. 

 

DNREC staff preps a participant for video storytelling. 

https://svi.cdc.gov/
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Sea Level Rise and Inundation Mapping  

Workshop attendees were given the opportunity to engage with a series of 

interactive coastal inundation maps for Delaware, corresponding to water 

surfaces from the mean higher-high water level (MHHW) to 7 feet above 

MHHW, in 1-foot increments.  Attendees could pan and zoom to look at specific 

coastal areas in Delaware or search for locations by address. The maps were 

developed jointly by the Delaware Geological Survey, DNREC, Delaware 

Department of Transportation, and the U.S. Geological Survey using Hurricane 

Sandy Supplemental Relief Funds.  More information on these maps can be 

found at https://www.dgs.udel.edu/projects/coastal-inundation-maps-

delaware. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Projected sea level rise map. 

 

A participant learns more about climate change in Delaware. 
 

Captured climate concerns. 

Participants engage in conversation during the open house. DNREC staff welcome participants to the workshop. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dgs.udel.edu_projects_coastal-2Dinundation-2Dmaps-2Ddelaware&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=0eNbg_u6KZ9-BWbiKjjTDSha2Iju8Vc7ixEkrxKr8ck&m=6GzBl-Ysl9vLlo3yQJ-7o8Lq_ZmUpNwd4ld6ws8qXZM&s=OG9kcHI46nfz11Ab89cJfVx2s8SqQA2i7x8KK1dhMvw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dgs.udel.edu_projects_coastal-2Dinundation-2Dmaps-2Ddelaware&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=0eNbg_u6KZ9-BWbiKjjTDSha2Iju8Vc7ixEkrxKr8ck&m=6GzBl-Ysl9vLlo3yQJ-7o8Lq_ZmUpNwd4ld6ws8qXZM&s=OG9kcHI46nfz11Ab89cJfVx2s8SqQA2i7x8KK1dhMvw&e=
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Part 2: Breakout Groups  

The remaining two hours of the workshops consisted of a presentation on the causes and consequences of climate 

change and facilitated discussions on strategies for helping Delaware become more climate-ready in the areas of energy, 

transportation, and resilience. 

Presentation and Polling  

The presentation ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

climate change. Susan Love (Administrator of the Climate & Sustainability Programs Section, DNREC DCCE) then 

delivered the rest of the presentation that focused on DelawareΩǎ greenhouse gas emissions sources and climate 

impacts affecting the state. Ms. Love also reviewed some of the efforts the State already has underway to support the 

goals of the Climate Action Plan. The presentation slides can be found on the project website (declimateplan.org) and in 

Appendix 1. Polling results are also available on the project website and in Appendix 2.  

Breakout Gr oups  

The majority of the meeting was reserved for the participants to share 

their ideas and engage in dialogue with each other through facilitated, 

small group discussions. Each group was tasked with brainstorming 

potential climate solutions in three categories: Energy, Transportation, 

and Resilience. For each topic, the facilitator briefly shared best practices 

that could be implemented by individuals, businesses, and governments. 

Participants were then invited to come up their own climate solutions. 

From there, the group voted on their favorite proposed solutions and dove 

into a more in-depth conversation about the barriers, opportunities, 

equity considerations, and partners/resources that would be relevant 

when implementing their top actions. All participant ideas where carefully 

recorded on a large poster with sticky notes, ensuring all ideas could be 

given equal weight and consideration. At each of the three workshops, 

there were between 8 and 13 breakout groups (of up to 9 people each), 

facilitated by members of the consulting team and DNREC staff. 
Attendees at the Wilmington workshop vote on their 
favorite proposed transportation solutions. 

Workshop participants discuss resiliency solutions. Workshop participants record their own ideas to improve Delaware's 
transportation system. 

https://declimateplan.org/







































































































































































































































































































































































